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DEAR BEJSKEEPING FRIENDS,

Hello again and Happy Holidays!! We are pleased to report that

the Fall State keeting in Lebanon can be judged 2 huge success due
to four factorss (1) the guality of the spegkers and their programs,
(2) the hosting of the very cooperative and enthusiastic Laclede
County Beekeepers' Association, (3) the delicious noon dinner served
by the Ladies of the Christian Church of Stoutland, and (4) the
attendance of approximately 165 beckeepers.

= The time and effort involved on the part of the Laclede County

: Beekeepers' in securing the excellent meeting hall and gathering
hotel information for the program chairman Henry Boecimann, in
helping him to follow through on arrangements, in publicizing the
meeting throughout their area, and in securing the services of the
ladies for the noon meal cannot- he measured or repaid, They were
truly warm, hospitable snd ‘thoroughly ~sracious hosts. THANK YOU!I!

And spezking of the noon meal - For only $2,00 the ladies provided
& full home-fried chicken dinner with mashed potatoes and gravy,
rolls and butter, cole slaw, vegetable, and drink, with a choice
from a wide veriety of cakes and pies for only 50 cents extra. The
ladies also provided the plates, napkins, cups, and plasticware,
And most importantly, they gave of {heir time and hard work. Due
to their generosity all preseni were able to afford an outstanding
meal_t059¥her and aveil themselves of a lot of "bee talk™. THANK
YOU VerY H#UCH, LADIEs!!

Our featured morning speaker, br. Richard Harrell of Hayneville,
Alabama, who is a cueen and package bze breeder, was & true Southern
gentleman. Kr. Harrell explained his gueen breeding process from
‘the cueenless 24-hour starter boxes to thé nurse colonies to the
rating boxes, During this process he stated that he eculls cut the
unsatisfactory cells, larvae, or gueens thr.e times. In order to
control the available drone population that will mate with his

- virgin queens, he has 5 gueen yards loczted within a five mile radius
of Hayneville,



OQut of every 240 gueens ready for shipment, kr, Harrell will pull _
% to 5 to test for himself for a year. He raises about 50,000 queens
per season. Over the past 60 years his family has developed their

own particular 3-banded Italian bee of =2 leather color with a black

tip on its tail, He breeds for gentleness, good brood pattern, lack

of the swarming ingtinet, high honey production, and color. In 1979

they shipped gueens to 38 states, 7 foreign countries, and 5 Canadian
provinces,

In addition to the queens, the Harrells shake about 15,000 packag?s of
bees per season. A sizable percentage of these are sent to Ontario,
Canada, usually 4 trips per seagon with 1000 to 1200 packages per trip.

Mr. Harrell invited and fully answered the many questions from our
beekeepers. MNost significantly, he stated that he was honored to
have been asked to speak before our associztion. So honored that
when we attempted to pay him for his long trip from Hayneville, he
and nis lovely wife's hotel expenses for 3 nizghts, and the cost of
their meals, he repeatedly refused, In addition, we know that the
Harrells took particular time and e fort to complete their slides
which they presented with the talk, - For their time, effort,
cooperation, generosity, and excellent presentation, our Association
is deeply appreciative, It is our honor to know them, THANK YOU,
M. AND MRS, HARSKELL:! . :

Our after-noon speakers, Rev,. Clarence Feeney and Nr, Jim Stewart, -
both Being long-time active members of the Association also would -
not take any compensation for their expenses from their fellow

members|

br, Feeney's slide presentation of Honey Plants was very beautiful
and informative, His style of delivery with amusing anccdotes and
vivid descriptions of the Wissouri plants both entertained and
instructed. His deep awareness of nature and love of héer richness
was apparent. THANK YOU, ¥R. F4ENEY, FOR SHARING THIS &ITH USI!

kr. Stewart led z panel on questions concerning “Fall Practices and
Winter Preparations" which included by, Charles Wills, Nr, George

Van Arsdall, Dr. Flernoy Jones, and ir. John Hartman. This discussion
of answers to the audience's questions was definitely useful and
appreciated as evidenced by the fact that it Tfinally had to be halted
on&giifter the hour time period had long been passed., THANK YOU,
GERNTLENAN

THARK YOU to the many individuals who contributed to the Arts.azand
Craft display, Tais display which covered tables totaling 40 fset
in length included z unigue observation hive, many honey pots, a
honeycomb and bee rug wall handing, a candy dish, a minzture hive,
needlepoint pictures and pillows, candles, Jewelry, & child's shirt
etc. From the interest generated and the comments, many found this
display enjoyable and would liks it repeated, :



THARK YOU zalso to Mrs. Charles Wills who has agreed to take care of
the registration at every State leeting for the past several years.
Her quiet work znad efficiency allows each individual attendinz to
be elligible for an attendance prize., And at this neeting every
person who stayed to the snd (at least 150) received an attendance
prize due to the generosity of local clubs, bes supply houses, and
individuals, Br. and krs., Harrell Gonated approximately 12 guesn
certificates to be redeemed in Spring.

As you may notice, it takes a lot of willing individuals to put
together one of these programs with the program chairman, And has
aften bzen repeated in these two pzges, the generasity this pes* Fall‘
was overwhelming!it IFf you missed this meeting, you really missed out

L R A N N E R R R

FROM THZ RINUTES OF THE PFALL BUSINUSS iZTING
KISSCOURI STATH BHZKEEPARS! ASSQCTATION
OCIOBER 25, 1980
PARILYN S&#ITH, S£C{ETARY

During the business portion of the meeting lr, Joe F, Kaher, President
BEmeritis, presented the "Beekeeper of the Year - 1G80" award to lr.
Jim Robvins of Kennett, Missouri,

(Editor's note: Since the 1981 officers are the same as the 1980
officers, I will not list tnose that e=n he found on the letterhead
of this newsletter,)

Liaison Officer: Wr. Jday Tohtz, Kirkwood, Missouri
beard lembers:

3=yeir kr. Charlas Wills, Springfield,; kissouri
2~yaar kr. kike foling, Springfield, Wissouri
i-yesr &r.-GEGTge VanArsdall, Sibley, disscuri
At Larase kr. Tom Hawman, Lock Springs, sissouri

ode Sy-laws changes were discussed, voted on, and passed as they had
been published in the September Misscuri State Beekeepers® Association
newsletter, .

One important change discussed was the inecrezse of the dues. This
is the first inerease since the State Association was re-activated
in the 1950's,

"If the dues of any member is paid through or by a local

association of which he is a member, his dues shall be
three dollars ($3.00) per czlendar year,"

"If the member is not & member of a local association
his dues shall be four dollars (§4.00) ter calendar
yeayr and paid directly to the Treasurer,®
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The Missouri Universities will offer Beekeeping courses in the Spring
of 1981; for more information you may contact Dr. Flernoy Jones,
1215 Subella Drive, Columhia, sissourl 55201,

An zdvertisement fee of $12,00 for 2 lines to be putlished & times
per year in the bissouri State beekeepers Newslettier was discussed,
voted on snd pzesad. (Editor's Note: If you have guestions con=-
cerning this policy or an advertizement to place, please send it
to be Carol Boeckmann, 519 Kendelsohn Drive, Kirkwood, kissouri 63122,
Mzke your check payable to Nissouri State Beekeepers' Asscciation.l]

The 2ix Fissouri State Honeybee Inspectors were introduced during the
meeting. They are Fr. John Hartmen of Jefferson City, kr, Joe #aher
of Kansas City, br. Roger Hichols of Raytown, Mr. Jim Robins of
Kennett, Mr. Jay Tohtz of Kirkwood, and br. Charles Wills of Spring-
field,

President Robins discussed the nzed for an Historian to take care of
all past records of the Assgeiztion, Lr., Joe taher moved that we
create an oifice for an Historian. b, Charles »ills seconded the
rotion. A vote was taken znd passed. It is to be brought up at the
spring meeting for further discussion.

There wus a discussion on the "Adulterated Honey" being sold in
fissouri, If you know whire there is any being sold, please notify
Arvin P. Gadd, kissouri Division of Hezlth, Jefferson City 65101 or
Jim Robins, 800 Ricky Hoad, Kennett 63857. They need the name and
the address appegring on the labsl; the name of the store, fruit
stand, etc.; and directions as to how to get there so as to obtain
a szople which fhey nust purchase themselves, D0 NOT PURCHASE THE
VHONEY" YOUKSZLF AND SzZND IT TO THEM. We ask that each and every
liissouri besekeeper watch for this adulterated honey as it is costing
you szles and your reputation as beekeeners.

(EDITCR®S NOTE: Tore irformation on this adulterzted honey and
labels to watch for on the following page.)

The past State Officers were recozgnized for their jobs "well done"

as well s ap:tlause for the State Fair Committee.

The membership present gave a large round of applauvse to krs. Carol
Boeckmann for the fantastic Jjob she dees with publishing our news=-

letters, Keep up the good work Caroll We zll appreciate it.

The meeting was adjourned at %135 p.m, with the drawing for door
prizes to follow,

T I S E EE
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ADULTZRATION OF HONEY

Taken from the September 19 General Wembership Report of THE AKMERICAN
BAEK.EPING FEDERATICN,

"Adulteration is still a miajor problem, but even in this battle some

encouraging progress is being mads, -hany of the state food and drug

departments are becoming active, although sowme still consider this as
a low priorify item since "it isn't a hezlth hazard™!

For example:

----- The Alabama State Food and Drug Department has recently establishe:
a facility for amslyzing honey. Their first tarset is to rid Alabama
of some of the “trasnh" that is being shipped in from other states and
being sold 28 honey! :

~—~--Recently, North Carolinz made what is probably the largest
seizure to date of a trucklozd of "infamous products" of the Anthony
& Pilgrim Companies from Philadelphisa, Mississinppil

-~--=-Florida's Attorney General has zgreed to take direct legal action
agalnet these same companies as scon as their products are found zgain
in Floridat!

-----Tennessee has also made a number of seizures and reports from Texa
indicates that some of the large retail outlets hsve quit handling the
Antheny & Pilzrim products in that state,

It's important to note that every one of these state actions have
come as the result of direct be keeper pressure! -----CONGRESS CAN'T
LEGISLATE THIS PROBLsi AWAY, NEITHER CAN ANYONE OR ANY ONE GRCUP OF
INOIVIDUALS, 8UT WE 3 UST AIL G&T IN THI FIBHT! IF YOU KNOW WHERE
ADULIERATED HONZY I6 %5ING LARKETAD, CONTACT YOUR STAT: AUT-ORITIES
AND KEZP AFPToR THESL UNTIL THeY ACTS®

Taken from the September-October issue of THE AMARICAN BEIKI=PING
FEDERATION NEZ&SLEITAK.

"One very encouraging event in the continuinz fight apainst the
adulteration of honsy wus the announcement by the Nerth Carolina Food
and Drug Bivision officials of the seizure of more than 1,000 cases
of suspect heoney! As might be expected, all of these products were
from the Pilgrim and Anthony Companies in Philadelphisa and Dekalb,
Fisesissippi, and their degree of adulteration was as nigh as 97% in
some sanmples,

Reprinted here is a memorandum about this action which wss distributed
to all interested parties by Dr. J. T. Ambrose, Extension Apiculturist
in North Garolina, urging people to be on the lockout for other pro-
ducts from these same companies.
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I am pleased to announce that the Food and Drug Division pf the E¢C.
Department of Agriculture has taken firm and declisive action against
the sale of adulterated honey in North Carolina. During the last two
weeks, inspectors for the N,C. Department of Agriculture have emhargoed
over 1,000 cases of honey that are suspected of being adulterated with
corn syrup.,

Samples of the embargoes honey were analysed and found to ccn@a@n
from 54~97% corn syrup. All of the suspect honey was packaged in the
stute of Mississippi, and most of it was being sold in Asheville, NC,
though suspect honey was also embargoed in Raleigh and Blowing Rock,
NC,

Following is & list of the brand names, pack:irs, distributors and
analysis results showing amount of corn syrup adulteration in the
embargoed honeyss

1, Big Nountain Brand Clover Honey, packed by Big kountzin, Dekalb,
kississippi, distributed by William Hill, Western Farmers harket,
Asheville; 73% adulterstion.

2. Freu's Blowing Rock Fountain Heney, packed by Nathan Pilgrim,
Dekalb, Nississippi, distributed by Fred Grwene and Sons, Blowing
Rock, NC; @45 sdulteration.

3+ Hod, Pilgrim Clover Honey, pucked by H.W. Pilgrim, Dekalb, kississ-
1ppl, distributed by Andy's Produce, Farmers barket, Raleigh; 80,
96 and 97% adulterstion.

L, Same as 3 avove, distrib:ted by Gilvert Coleman Produce, Western
Farmers Market, Asheville, NC; 64% adulteration.

5. Pilgrim's Comb Honey, pscked by Nethan Pilgrim, Uekalb, kississippi,
dlstributed by &. K. Heath, Jr., Westsrn Farmers Narket, Asheville,
NC; s54% adulisraticn,

6. Pilgrim Honey, packed by Nathan Pilarim, Dskalb, ihississippi,
distributed by G, K, Heath, Jr., Western Farmers barket, Asheville,
NCy 73% adulterztiocn.

7. Pure Clover Honey, packed by Oliver Anthony, Philsdelphia, Mississ-
1ppl, distributed by B & B Produce Co., Western Farmers harket,
Asheville, NC; 78% adulterated.

8. Pure Honey, packed by H, W, Pilsrim, Dekalb, ississippi, distribu-
‘ted by Fred Greene and Sons, Blowing Rock, NC; 78% adulteration.

9. Sgurwgod Mountazin Brand Honey. packed by Paul Pilgrim and H. W,
Pilgrim, Dekalb, Lississippi, distributed by Fred Greene and Sons,
Blowing Rock NC; 65 and 68% adulteration.
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10. Sourwood Honey With Comb, packed by Anthone's Syrup Company,

Philadelphia, Wississippi, distributed by B & B Produce Company,
Western Farmers Market, Asheville, NC; 76% adulterated.

11. Strained Sourwood Heney, packed by Anthone's Syrup Company,
Philadelphia, kississippi, distributed by B & B Produce Co.,
Wegstern Farmers bkarket, asheville, NC; 9lp zdulterzted.

According to an article in the August 28th, Charlotte Observer,
written by Louise Hickman Lione, when contacted at the Nathan Pilgrim
Syrup Farm in Dekalb, KS, Nathan Pilgrim commented: "well, I buy and
sell just like a store man does, and I bought it and that's the way
I sold it and I didn't know what was in it. I still don't know what
Wa—s in i‘t L] - - L

"It's just polities up thare, is what it is. Somebody wanting
2 payolf somewhere."”

“Ne, nobody's asked -~ I can always read between the lines."”

The article zoes on to say that "Pilsrim said he never before had
complaints avout his product.”

However, as Dr. Cobb, Director of the Faed ané Drug Division of the
North Carolina Department of Azriculture commented - "over the last

3 or 4 years there's been action on several Pilgrim products in
several states - Virginia, Tennessee, Georgia, Oklahomz, and Californis
Florida and several other states could be addea to this list too.

An interestiing footnote to this case is the fact that wmost of this
honey which had besen ssized was eventually relsbeled as "Table Syrup"
and has been released for sale, but at a greatly reducsd pricel

As has been stated in this NZwS LITTER on several occasions these
companies in Philadelphia and Dekalb, NS, are not the only producers
of adulteruted honey products but they are certainly some of the most
flagrant violators.

We are still hopeful th2t sometime the Federal Food and Drug authoritir
will find a way to attack the probvlem at its source, but in the mean-
time, we urge every beekeeper fto be constantly on the lookout for any
honey, maple syrup, sorghum or ribbon cane syrup products with their
label. Anytime one of their producis is seen on the market anywhere
it should be reportsd to the state Food zand Drug department and also
lat us know in this office., If everyone will do this it may eventualls
be more profitable for such companies to put out a pure product insteac
of trying to defraud the consumer!™ '

o F o W S % o 9 3 % oS @ 3% % %

"Enthusizem is the greztest asset in the world., It beats money and
power znd iniluence." Henry Chester



MISSOQURI STATE ZSzpKEZPERS' ASSOCIATION
Financial Report

Balance on hand March 20th, 1980 $180L4,22
INCORE
Dues - PFarch 20 throuwgh October 15, 1980 $691.50
rige,~ Decal szles 3.15
Books sold at Cape _ 27.90
Books sold to Roger Nichols 59,75
Books s0ld ~ other 26415
Freight refund - Kelly 5.8l
Ozark Assoc. 2 Humbug Eees 18,04
Honey Booth - Fgir income 4035.35
h8g2.68
TOTAL INCQud $6661.,90
EXPENSES |
State meetings - prozrams $322,48
Newsletter publication 172.85
Secretary's expenses Q.19
Treasurer's expenses 65.19
kise, expenses, awards, etc. 37,95
Honey Booth Sales expense 3221.70
TOTAL EXPENSLS $382¢. 5
INCOKE LESS EAPENSES $2852.53
CHuCKING ACCOUNT BALANCE Cetober 15, 1980  38%0.24
EBLL SAVINGS AND LOAN earning interest (30.52) 1750.00
$2640 .24
Plus inventory on hané from Pair $230,33
Less sale of 2 Humbug Bess to QOzark -18.04 212,.2
TOTAL ASSETs A5 OF 10/15/1580 $2852,53

WHOoRE R O R o s A # OR W OE A O R

"I'm opposed to millionaires, but it would be dangercus to offer me
the position.” fark Twain

"If 2t first you do succeed - try to hide your zstonishment,"
Los Angeles Times Syndiczate



NEW BIEKEEPER ASSOCIATIONS

In addition to the I4 local associdtions listed in the June 1980
newgletter, recent information has been received about other
local groups.

Taken from & letter of September 17:

"The Beekeepers around the east central part of Missouri are forming
a new beekeeping club, Anyone in Warren, Linceln, lNontgomery, and
St. Charlesg countiss is welcoms to attend.

The meetings are being held the third Nonday of each month at the
Farm and Home Savings Building on Main Street in Warrenton, Misscuri,
at 7:30 p.m.

The name of the new club is Tri-County Beekeepers."

Vernon D, Reynolds, Secretary
Rt., 1
High Hill, Mo. 63350

Taken from a letter of October 8 sent by David L. Lindell, Area
Arronomy Specialist, University Extension Center, Box 366, Courthouse,
Clinten, No. 64735, Phone number 816-885-5556,

"Please post this letter of future Beekespers keetings in the various
COUNTIieS « ¢« s &

October 16 Henry County Beekeepers, Courthouse, Clintoh, ko,

October 23 Lafayette County Beekeepers, Leahy Banufacturing,
Hizginsville, Wo.

November 18 Fettis County Beekeepurs (IDCutIOR not determined at
this time)

November 20 Johnson County Beekeepers, Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter Day Saints, DD Highway, Warrensburg, ko, "

(EDILOR'S NCIEt The above information came to me after the September
newsletter was printed. However, if you live in one of these counties
and would like to Jjoin the group, please contact Nr. Lindell at the
address zand phone number given above,

Also I would be interested to recsive further information from these
groups as to who there officers are for 1981 and members to whom I
could send the quarterly newsletters.)

W F M 4 B % & O R OB R F W W
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From the HONZY DIPF«RS BEZ ASSOCIATION reported by Jean b, Yemm.

"The Honey Dippers Bee Association met last Sunday afternoon, October
19, for their fall meeting, The meeting room of the University of
Fissouri's Zxtension Service in Fredericktown was full of loeal"
beekeepers who czme either to view the promised film or to compare
experiences with the recent honey season. In both respects they
were frustrated, The film arrived too dameged to show and everyones'
reports of the summer's honey production were tales of woe,

Some bees have had to be artificially fed with sugar syrup since
June; some colonies have died; some have succumbed to the depreda-
tions of the wax moth. Valuable wax foundztion has been chewed,
sagged or even melted by the record-breaking heat of last July and
August, One member concluded that he was the luckiest of the group,
since he was not able to get started with bees this year, Another
remarked zbout the value of rain, since his coloniss in St. Louis
County -- where it rzined -- stored surplus honey, while those in
Madison County -- where negligible amounts fell throughout the
summer -- have had to be fed, Even the beekeepers from the beautiful
Arcadiz Valley reported no surplus honey after June. o + « o + s

« » « vale 2nd Jesn Yemm were asked to contact one of the commercial
beekeepars about sSpeaking before the Honey Dippsrs at their Spring
meeting, next February., The dzte of that mesting will be detzrmined
in part by the avail=bility of the speaker.

8ill Osborne's suggesition that the Honey Dippers have a booth a2t
Fredericktown's Azales Festival next May was enthusiastically endorser
by the members.,  Idems for display of bees, honey and vaikious supplie:
used in beekeeping should be brought to the Spring meeting., Honay
from different sources -- buckwheat, oranze blossom, wildflower,
clover, etc. -- can be collected for wse in the exhibit,”

(EDITOR'S NOTE: This editor appreciates the reports sent in by the
Honey Dippers and feels sure that other beekeepers around the state
find the information interesting, How about the other more than

a dozen locul associations sending in a couple of lines about their
clubs and their activities?? Love to hear from youll)

BB % R 3 K F R O % W R R % ¥ B

1981 OFFICERS of the TWO RIVERS BEEKEEPERS® ASSN,

PRZSIDENT Lirs. Barbara Marchand SEC.-IREAS. Mrs. Jan Hesse
At. 2, Box 500 2303 Palma
Foristell, ko, 63348 St. Charles, ko.6330:
VICE-PRES, Mrs, Joan Hogue REFRESHMENT CHAIRLAN
gt. 1, Box 270 kMrs, A, Kampmann
Hazelwood, No. 63042 Rt. 3, Box 451

wentzville, bio.63385
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The next meeting of the Two Rivers Association will be held January
6, 1981 at ths St. Peter's Civic Center,

O OB N OB OO N OH oW X B R W

IN REful-BRANCE

We wish to express our condolences to the families of Nr. MKelvin
Beach and Mr. Martin Dagestad both of whom were members of the Two
Rivers®' Association.

We also wish to express our sympethy to Mr., Warren Adee of Joplin
on the death of his brother E, H., Adee, a strong leader in the
beekeeping industry for over 30 years and the first president of the
American Honey Producers Association,

e dE O OH ¥ OB K ¥ oW W ® ok WO

We zre sorry to hear that George Van Arsdall has recently been in the
hospital. Also we have heard that John Fornclli has been hospitealized
We wish both of these gentlsmen speedy recoveries.

Alsc we would remember Joe Maher and his wife both of whom have been
having health problems. We pray that their good days are increasing,

oK OF R OE O F W O O O OH OB H N E
LET IT BEE KNOWN . . .

"On October 27 at the Missouri Department of Agricultures in Jeffersen
City, the Director of Agriculbure, Jzck Runysn, declarsd November
as Apiculture Fonth in kissouri.®

(Editor's Note: We certainly appreciste this recognition by the
Department of Agriculture, Some beekeepers, however, were wondering
as to whether it would be possible to move thnis time of recogniticn
to one of the 2pring or esrly summer months. This would seem to be
a more appropriate time. . This could be brought up for discussion
at the Spring State keeting.)

#FoH OF ok R H OB O O oS o 5 H H o 4
Taken from the deptember issue of TH KINNISOTA BEEKEsPER.

"For ever a hundred years journals have played an indispensable role
in spreading news ol the latest inventions and discoveriegs in bee-
keeping, In deing this, and in giving information about Association
activities, they help to expand beekeeping in many countries, zand to
increase its profitability.
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In order to help beekeepsrs to henefit from the many Jjournals availa-
ble to then, the Internzational Bee Resgarch Asscociztion has just
published a list of 130 Jjournals from 40 countries, with their
editorial and administrative addressas,

The WORLD LI<T OF CURRENT BudKifZPING JCURNALS will enable beekeepers
to obtzin journals they hzve rnot rzad before, to learn about con-
ferences outside their area, and when planning journeys, to visit
centres of beckeeping interest., Conference organizers can introduce
their meetinss to a wider beekesping public by using the list, and
equipment manufacturers and supply houses can extend their aavertizing
and thus thelr sales, hkany of the journals listed will provide a
specimen copy, often free of charge,

The WORLD LIST OF CURRZNT BIEKESPING JOUANALS (L16) is available
direct from the International Bee Research Association, Hill House,
Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 ONR, England., Price 36.50 post fres,

FoF ok T O O W oW H oW R OF OB S W

Taken from a thres-page center feature article in the November 11
"Uollars/Sense” section of the 5t., Louis Post-Dispstch,

A Test Of Honey: Price And Flavor
_ by
Becky Homzn

"What's of more immediate concern to area honey consumers is
finding the best-tasting czroduct for the sweetest price. . o o

But the wide variety of prices, of floral sources and honsy
labels touting such eclaims as “natursl™, “organic”, “fancy", "grade A"
“raw", and “pure" may make thet decision difficult. . . .

« v+ » And interviews with various honey experts turned up some
interesting Ifacts gbout labeling, adulssration, nutrition and other
honey msetters,

First, the prices,

floneys in the St. Louis arezs can be beught for as 1ittle as 70
cents a pound and as much as $7.9% 2 vound, azcording to the informal
Dollars/Sense survey,

‘he 70-cent price is what some beeke.pers charge per pound for
large guantities of honey - typically five gellon (60-Pound) container
sold most often to fcod co-ovs, large families and other groups of
consumers., i

At the high end of the price scale are the specialty honeys in
health-focd and some department stores. The hishest vrices in the
Dollars/sense survey were $6.%5 for a 1l-ounce jar of honey contzining
ginseng root sold in & health=-food store ($7.94 is the computed per
pound price), and $2.50 for a 5,75-ounce jer of Bragzilian "killep-bee”
honey =0ld in a department store's gourmet section ($6.96 is the
price when computed per pound, ), ‘
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In between zre a wide variety of honeys znd their priCEsz‘QO
cents a pound for Schnuck's plain-label honey; 99 cents a pound for
the house brandé at Golden Temple hezlth-food store if you bring your
own container; $1415 a2 pound for Kroger's house~-brand honey; $1.25
for 2 pound of the local Kaufmznn Apizries honey if bousght in
three-pound jars; $1.29 a pound for Sue Bee's brand; $1.76 a pound
for the Splarins brand. :

The average cost of 20 honeys priced in the informal survey
ranged between $1.,25 and $1.40 2 pound. o o » o o o o _

Frice, however, may have little to do with the cholce of honey
by some consumers, _

Taste, Jjust as often, is a deciding facotr.

In the Dellars/Sense taste test, the least costly honey was
selected as the least favorite., And the most expensive in the survey
nearly tied for second ané third place with honeys that were 51 znd
61 cents cheaper per pound, respectively. o« v o 2 o o o

TASTE TEST SCORE (in points)

Sue Bee (Sioux City, Iowaz) clover honey , 77
Kzufmann Apiaries (St. Louis County) soybezn & blue vine honey 54
Kroger Brand (Cinecinnzti, Ofioc) clover honey _ 54
Solarius (Mountain View, Mo.) wildflower honey (Paul Hubbell) 53
Schnucks plain l2bel (Dodgeville, Wis,) blended honey k2

Labeling of honeys is another matter entirely.

Besides identifying the floral scurce - such as the blossoms
of clover, soybeans or wildflowers - labels zlso carry & number of
claims that may only serve to confuse ShOpDEr'Ss o o s s 5 &

~ "Grade A" and "Fancy" are interchangeable terms used by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture for honey it grades at the request of
pickers or producers,
' _These terms mean a honey "contains not less than 81.4 percent
soluble solids (percent moisture and other equivalents), possesses
a good flzvor for the predominant florzl source pr, when blended,
& good Tlaver for the blend of floral sources, is free from defects
and is of such quality with respect to clarity as to score not less
than 90 points wheén scored in accordznce with the following scoring
system: 50 points for flavor, 40 points for absence of defects, 10
points for clapity,” )

The USDA zalso issues Grades B and C and D in seoring process, but
you rarely sse @ label carrying one of these grades. Again, the
grading is voluntary.

"Natural" 1s a term in food advertising that's under scrutiny

by the Federal Trade Commission. In a new, tentatively approved
standard , . . the PIC szys that to be advertized gs "natural", foods
may not contain synthetic or zrtificizl ingredients and may not be v,
more than "minimally processed”,

Apparently only the "proecessing“clause could affect heoneys, .
and thén only if certain "non-inert"™ filters were used 1o strain
honey aftsr it was harvested., . . .,
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+« « » o Regulating ths term “organie” "presents a tremendcus enforce-
ment problem," szyg kelvin H, Orlans, deputy &aasistant director of
the FIC's division Ior food and drugs, "The only way to rezlly
ascertain that something is not grown organically is to trace it back
through the entire food chain, znd the federal government is not
eguipped to do that." . . .

"Health food", he says, "presents some of the szme problems in
that it is just not = particularly prevelent word in national
advertizing." . « «

wnen the term "organic" is applied to heoney, Missouri's state
apiarisi and inspector of bee hives alse issues a warning.

"That term “orgzsaic' kind of baifles me," says Roger Nichels,

"1 would szy any hoaey would be orgsnic., It's & product procuced by
bees from the necter of flewers. To my way of thinking, any honey
that is only striined and warmed to keep it on the shelf longer is

a natural,. orgznic product.”

As for the word “raw", some hcney producers maintain that any
heeting + o « is h.rmful to honey and turns it into a processed
product. Filtering to take out pollens and other particles is also
frowned on by some, However, most honsy packers do both of these
things and insist that as long g9 honey isn't heated to above 140
degrees Fzhrenheit, it remains bosicelly zn unaltered product<” « o

"Pure" is 2 word thot should =2pply to 211 honeys, even if they're
blends of two or more types, But = blend of heney with any other
substance = corn syrup, for instance - is sdulteration . "

L] -

oM R F R F R OW OE R % ¥ R R B R
Teken from the “Backtalk" section of HACHINE DESIGN,

"Clues to the locaticn of viluable ore depcsits may be gle ned from
bee pollegn, according tc reseurchers st the Lniversity of British
Columbiz. They &re trying tc verify this hypothesis by examining
poellen samples with & msss spectrometer for traces of certein mineral:
If this idea warks, znalysis of bee pollen from & given arez would
tell prospsetors what useful elements are in the vicinity.®

#F ok OB R O o4 % 9 H o 4 8% 4 f %

Recently I reeceived the December issue of THE BEE BUZZix, the monthly
publiczation of Northesstern Kansas Beekeepers' Association. The
dditor of this publiestlion is Fr. baynard D, Curtis of Kansas City,
Kansgs. Wr. Curtis has long been = member of the Missouri State
Eeekeepers' Asscciztion.

If the December issue is typiecal of his menthly publiesztions (and I
believe it is), he put out an excellent 12-page newsletter. Dues for
this Associstion is $5.00 por year per family. And the membership
~benefits include Free advertisement in the newsletter on items per-
tzining to bees or beskeeping, free loan of bee books Trom their
librzry, discount cn bee magezines, and the wonthly newsletter,
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The membership dues may be sent to Kr, Meynard Curtis, 1861 N. 32nd
Street, Kansas City, Kansas 56104,

If you wish to lezrn more about this associztion, you could also
contact the 1981 President StuartDDietz, 54C0 W, 25th Street Terz.,
Topeka, Kansas 66614, BNr, Dietz is aleo & member of our State Assn.

R R O® OB B R % % OB % oK % B E R
BEEKEEPING QUESTIONS AND ANSWZRS

The following answers to beekeeping questions were gleaned from the
article "Diagnosing Your Colonies" by iorris znd Sue Ostroksky that
appesared in 2 past issue of Glesnings in Bee Culture.

1) Whut does it mean if I see flies on the landing board?

"A healthy honey producing hive will attract 2n occasicnzl fly;
but when mony are alwsys present, there is o strong chznce of the
hive bring infected with foulbrood. A simple dcuble check for foul
brood woulda be to smell the air immediately in front of the Live.,

IT the air smells like spoiled mezt, or glue, cpen the hives as soon
25 possible &nd meke a visual check for foulbrood. If dezd brownish
brocd is found, or mzny sunken caps nceecompanied by repy brocd, &
sample of the de.d brood should be inspecthd by the loezl bee in-
spector or sent to the Bee Disesse Lab in Beltsville, bkarylznd.,"

2) What is play flight®

"This activity looks very much like the start =f o swerm., bany
young bees are becoming oriented with the immediate surroundings of
their hive. Hundreds of bees =rs scen simultaneously making short
swaying flights, while focing the front of the hive, This zetivity
will last from 5-15 minutes, Play flight is a hezlthy sign because
it indicates that the gueen is laying well, and the populztion is
strong,"

3) What are the yellowish brown spots sometimes seen on the landing
board?

have been confined for seversl days or lenger. The bees may appesr
greasy, and their abdomens mzy be cistended, This sunny feces 1s
caused primorily by coafinement, prolonzed riiny or cold weather,

or Tecding on unripsned or fermentesd honvy, Unless the problem is
very serious, ithe symptoms will dissappezr with good flying weather."

"These spots are sometimes seen on the landing board if the bees

Lk} Wnat causes deformed bees?

"Small amounts of inseeticide and poisonous pollen (such @s buck-
eye pollen) can cause deformities when fed to growing larvae., These
deformities may tzke their toll in the form of crufpled wings,



missing legs or other mishapen bees, The bees usuelly don't remain
in the hive for lonz,. ihey can scmetimes be Fcund on the 1and1ng
board or erawling ercund in front of the hive

5) VWnhat are those smzll amounts of debris that lock like cookie
crumbs?

"Upon close examination it was dlscovered to be moldy pollen
thrown out by the bees, When these hives were opsened, half the
stored pollen was found to be grey in appearance, Ihe hive was
checked every three days, and every check revealed a spread of this
spcilage, When all the infescted material was discarded the problem

disappeared completely. The author is unaware of the specific cause
of this probvlem," .

LT I R TR I S T R R

“The trouble with the future is that it usually arrives befors
we're ready for it," Arnold H. Glasow

MERRY CHRISTHAS AND A BLESSED N&W YRAR!!

Carel Boeckmann, BEditor
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